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Communication is not only what people say. It is what their silence, 
distance, posture, attention, and patience reveal before language ever 

becomes clear.
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Events throughout The Pursuit of Happyness relate to the modern world and thoroughly depict 
the importance of human communication. The film is not only a story about poverty, ambition, or 
endurance. It is also a story about how people reach one another, fail one another, misunderstand one 
another, and sometimes keep one another alive through presence alone.

Chris Gardner is a struggling father to a young boy. With little money, Chris and his son are 
evicted from their apartment and forced to live in a shelter. Eventually, Chris earns an internship at a 
brokerage company,  though the position pays  no money.  While  living through these  hardships,  
Chris and his son learn how to keep moving toward a better life. The film becomes powerful because 
its major emotional turns are carried through interpersonal communication: between Chris and his  
wife, between Chris and his son, and between Chris and those who hold institutional power over his  
future.

In a relationship under pressure, silence can become a language of its 
own.

The communication between Chris and his wife, Linda, reveals the falling apart of a relationship 
before the relationship is  fully spoken into collapse.  Their conflict is  not expressed only through 
argument. It is visible through nonverbal communication: distance in bed, turned backs, withheld 
touch,  and  the  quiet  feeling  that  one  another's  presence  has  become  burdensome  rather  than 
comforting. These are small actions, but they carry meaning. In a relationship under pressure, silence 
can become a language of its own.

When Chris tells Linda he wants to become a stockbroker, her anger shows the emotional barrier  
between them. She does not hear the dream as hope; she hears it as another risk, another burden, 
another promise that may not provide stability. Their relationship becomes complementary in the 
sense  that  each person reacts  to  the  other's  movements,  fears,  and frustrations.  The more  Chris  
reaches toward possibility, the more Linda seems to feel the weight of reality. The difference between 
them is not only practical. It is communicative. They no longer interpret the same situation through  
the same emotional world.

This is one reason the relationship between Chris and his son, Christopher, becomes the strongest 
communication  thread  in  the  film.  With  Christopher,  Chris  is  still  under  pressure,  but  his  
communication is guided by protection, encouragement, and responsibility. On the basketball court,  
when Chris tells his son not to let anyone tell him what he can or cannot become, he is doing more  
than giving advice. He is passing down belief. The scene is an example of active listening because  
Christopher is present, engaged, and emotionally available to what his father is saying. It is also an 
act of enculturation: the passing of values from one generation to the next.

The father-son relationship is powerful because it holds both verbal and nonverbal love. In the 
church  scene,  Chris  takes  Christopher's  hand  and  kisses  it.  That  moment  does  not  require 
explanation. It communicates affection, affirmation, and a quiet form of strength. Chris may not be  
able to offer comfort through money, a stable home, or certainty, but he can still offer presence. The 
film shows that communication does not lose its importance when material security is absent. In 
many ways,  communication becomes  even more  necessary  because  it  is  one  of  the few forms of 
stability left.
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Power Distance and the Language of Opportunity
The film also displays power distance: the separation between those who possess power and those 

who do not. Chris sees this clearly when he watches the stockbrokers walk down the stairs and wants  
to  become  like  them.  They  appear  to  belong  to  a  world  that  is  organized,  respectable,  and 
economically secure. Chris, by contrast, is trying to enter that world from the outside.

This  distance is  most  visible  in the interview scene.  Chris  arrives  without  a  shirt  after  being  
released from jail only moments before. The situation is deeply unprofessional on the surface, and the  
interviewer clearly holds more social and institutional power. Yet the interview does not end with 
appearances.  The interviewer becomes a skilled communicator because he listens.  Through active 
listening, he is able to see beyond the external disorder of Chris's circumstances and recognize his  
intelligence, sincerity, and potential.

Chris succeeds in that moment because he also understands the communicative demands of the 
setting. He listens, responds with maturity, and speaks honestly enough to be taken seriously. He 
cannot control the conditions that brought him into the room looking unprepared,  but he can 
control the way he carries himself within the conversation. Communication becomes the bridge 
between his present hardship and a possible future.

Conclusion
Throughout  The Pursuit of Happyness, interpersonal communication is shown through words, 

gestures, silence, attention, and emotional response. The methods of communication between Chris 
and his wife show disconnection. The communication between Chris and his son shows love and 
resilience. The communication between Chris and the brokerage interviewer shows how listening 
can reveal possibility beneath circumstance.

Ultimately, communication drives the film because communication is how the characters make 
meaning of pressure. It determines whether hardship separates people, strengthens people, or gives  
one person the chance to be seen by another. The film reminds us that human beings do not survive 
difficulty through language alone, but through the presence, recognition, and belief that language 
can carry when it is used with care.

Source Note
This essay has been lightly revised from an earlier academic analysis into a publication-style reflection for a personal writing 
site or Medium. The central argument, concepts, and voice remain close to the original draft.
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